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‘Champagne Charlie’ is a bet worth taking

By Bea Smith
SiafT Writer

There has 1o be a specifie reason
when a play wamants a sign on the
box office door =aying: “This per-
formance sold oul”

And the reason for ihis
announcement Sunday aftemnoon
was because of the exeellence of
the Bruce Graham comedy, “The
Champagne Charlie Stakes,” the
versalile and talented cast and the
fruitiul depth of direction by
Michael J. Driscall.

“The - Champagne Charlie
Stakes” which & being enacted by
the Alliance Repertory Theater Co.,
located w1 the Unien County Per-
forming Arts Center Studio Theatre
in Rahway on the second floor, may
ke considered a comedy, despite its
dramatic and emotionally I:lmll'lil'l]:l'_
moments, The fxct that the cast of
five stupendous individuals can
nurtere comedic moments and sud-
denly tum an audience inside out 15
probably why every seat at the tny
iheater was occupied.

The s1ary is sel in 1990 a1 8 race
irack where a group of people have
gathered o make small bets and
wiateh the raees through binoculars.
It appears that an ebderly woman
named Mary, wha is in wheelchair,
showing carly signs of Alzheimer's
disease and in need of a knee oper-
ation, aftempls to comvince her
daughter, Mary Lee, that she does-
n't meed the sungery, and that Mary
Lee should go shead with her plans
1o travel to Portugal with her friend,
Paul.

In the meantiemee, Mary's hus-
band, Charlie, who attempts to hide
ihe fact that he is fatally ill and con-

slantly leans on bobiles of cheap
champagne, has decided that he
wanis 1o bet a lifetime of savings,
600060, om & horse in the sixth race.
He expects his winnings will pay
fior a party to be held at his fumeral.

After many prodestations From

Charlie, played by David Christopher, and his wife, Mary,

his daughter amd his best friend,
Jackic, who is enlisted o place the
bet for Charlie, an agreement i3
made. What happens after that has
the audience hold s breath in
antisipation.

There are many comedic

_ played by Barbara Guidi,
gaza_luvgafgl;F into each other’s eyes in the Allance Repertory Theater Co.'s pres-
entation of ‘The Champagne Charlie Stakes.'

moments throughout the two-ad
play which help to allewiate some
of the worri2ome emolionalism,
However, i1 takes a superb
Eroup ol actond, well-known mem-
bers of this reperiory theater, 1o
involve the unprotected plavgoers

m itz many ¢nses. [t seems that
every one of the members were
barm to their roles,

Rarbarn Candi ns Mary i< excels
lenit, An exceptionil actor, she min-
apes 1o roll arowmnd am ber whegl-
chair, while CXPOSING her bove for
her doughter, Mary Lec, and her
undying concerns for her hushand,
Charlie.

Moreen Farkey, as Mary Lee, i5a
lovely perlommer, and she has a fine
flair for both comedy and drama,
She can easily set the mood for
EVETY SCETIE.

John Correll, az Jackie, has
many funny moments and K con-
vincing as the friend, who, despite
his own aches amd |1uim., [pves
Charlic's family uncanditionally.

Chess Lankford, as Paul, Mary
Lee's lowving companion, Is wons
derful as he manages o pul aside
his own personal problems 1o
inherit those of his fiancee’s family.

Hoewewer, i is Danvid Christo-
pher a5 Charlie who is thoroughly
convincing and completely out-
standing im a difficult role. He
rounds up everyone's cmodions,
bodh actors and audience, and tears
everyone mpart with his neting abil-
ihies,

As artistic director, Dinscoll has
dscoversd a true vehicke for his
actors in “The Champagne Charlie
Siukes,” which had its world pre-
miere in Apnl 1992, produced by
the Philadelphia Festival Theatre
fior Mew Plays.

This play will man through Feh,
13, It appears thot theatergoers ane
clamoring to witness it and digest it
before it ends. It comes highly rec-
ommeended.



